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searcher after information and a guide to diagnosis and treatment should
know of them and of the foundation upon which they rest.

The work is well prepared, copiously illustrated and has, what is of value
in all works of this kind, a good index.

Neuro psychiatry and The War: A Bibliography with Abstracts. Prepared
by MABEL WEBSTER BROWN, Librarian The National Committee for
Mental Hygiene. Edited by FRANK WOOD E. WILLIAMS, M. D., Associate
Medical Director The National Committee for Mental Hygiene.

(New York: War Work Committee, The National Committee for

Mental Hygiene, Inc., 1918.)

This book has been prepared and issued by the National Committee for

Mental Hygiene “in order that psychiatrists and neurologists in the neuro-

psychiatric hospitals to the base and other military hospitals of the United

States Government may have at hand the latest information upon special
problems to be met in army camps.”

It is difficult, indeed practically impossible, to review a book of this sort.
The scope of the volume may be inferred when it is stated that the book
comprises over 280 pages exclusive of an index of authors and a very full
subject index. In addition to the abstracts of books and parts of books,
there are abstracts of more than 300 articles from journals.

The abstracts are arranged under countries in whose language the original
books or articles were published. Due to the fact that but few German

books or periodical publications have been received since 1915, and that
books and periodicals from other foreign countries have come with much

irregularity, the omission of many important references has been unavoid-

able. About one-half of the book is made up from abstracts from material

printed in the English language, the remainder being taken from the litera-
ture of France, Italy, the Netherlands, Russia and Germany.

One is reminded in reading here and there in this book of the order pub-
lished early in the war in Germany forbidding the export of German medical

and scientific books and periodicals lest the “enemy gain something of
advantage from their contents.”

One rather illuminating extract (page 27!), in view of the light it throws
upon what kind of material Germany has taken into her army, refers to the

advice contained in the annual report of a German asylum against conscript-
ing any more of its inmates for military service. The report states that the

“Asylums are proud that their inmates are allowed to serve the Fatherland,
but the results have not been satisfactory.” The same report states that
“owing to underfeeding, the death rate in the institution has greatly

increased.”
The War Work Committee and Miss Brown and Dr. Williams are to be

congratulated upon contributing a book of real value to the literature of the
war neuroses and psychoses, and have done a very material service to the
medical officers of the army by placing this volume in their hands.

The National Committee for Mental Hygiene is daily demonstrating its
great usefulness to the country.




